University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
USF Magazine Articles about USF St.
Petersburg campus

USF St. Petersburg campus University
Advancement

9-1-1996

Magical History Tour
University of South Florida [System]. University Communications and Marketing.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/usf_mag_articles_usfsp

Scholar Commons Citation
University of South Florida [System]. University Communications and Marketing., "Magical History Tour"
(1996). USF Magazine Articles about USF St. Petersburg campus. 44.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/usf_mag_articles_usfsp/44

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by the USF St. Petersburg campus University Advancement at
Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in USF Magazine Articles about USF St. Petersburg campus
by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
scholarcommons@usf.edu.

r

16 USF MAGAZINE

Forty years. The human benchmark of staid middle age. For

an institution, 40 years is child's play. Many of the people

who breathed life into USF in its earliest years are still

around to tell their tales. Here are some of their memories.
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Beginning with a bang
"There was a hurricane the first 10 days of September (1960). We were still having faculty
orientation. John (Allen) was an astronomer. So he gave a little dissertation on meteorology.
Some of the 'yankees' got over their flutters. Elliot Hardaway (USF' s first librarian) said-he was
such a wag-'I want to tell you how to enjoy a hurricane. Batten down the hatches. Call in the
neighbors. Fill the bathtub with gin and don't go outside until you're sober."'
Margaret Fisher, a native of Austin, Texas and no stranger to Gulf storms, was among USF's
first administrators- the dean of women.
She remembers the campus had a total of four buildings-Chemistry, Administration, the
University Center and the Theatre. "There was a big hole where Alpha Hall was going to be,
which turned into a lake during the hurricane." The library (now the Student Services building)
was a pile of sand.
"It was a good time to be here because you had very strong, experienced people." Fisher was
drawn to the university by Allen's 'innovative' focus on multidisciplinary instruction which
emphasized interdepartmental collaboration, large block courses distributed throughout a
student's four years of study and a senior seminar, an interdisciplinary examination of current
issues.
"Mackey (USF' s
second president)
killed the senior
seminar. Mackey
fired (Russell) Cooper and busted the
colleges up. He
closed the College
of Basic Studies and
folded it into the
College of Liberal
Arts. What really
hurt us was Mackey
coming in and taking the thing apart,"
bringing on a period
of compartmentalized curriculum.
-.
But curriculum swings are to be expected, Fisher philosophizes. They happen about every 20
years. Interdisciplinary studies was part of a post-war renewal. Now it's making a comeback,
as the university swings back toward its roots with the development of learning communities
and the new liberal arts curriculum.
"What's an exit course? I figured this was something everyone wanted to get out of. This is the
substitution for the senior seminar."

Florida Governor LeRoy Collins sinks a
spade into sandy USF campus at university groundbreaking ceremony.
USSR launches Sputnik, the world's first
artificial satellite.
Florida Cabinet approves the name
"University of South Florida."
USF receives its first gift: $1,000 from the
Sanson Foundation. Stanton D. Sanson
donates more than 700 acres to USF as part
of the 1,700-acre campus.

1958 USF Foundation is chartered.

1960 USF has a total of five buildings.
134 charter faculty members report for a
week's orientation.
First convocation and dedication ceremorlies are held. First classes begin.

1

_.The 50s
1954

Florida's Board of Control initiates
comprehensive planning study on the
state's fast-growing needs for higher
education.

University Community Orchestra presents
first event in Teaching AuditoriumTheatre
building.

1956 World War ll's Henderson Air

First USF library opens with 25,000
volumes.

Field, northeast of downtown Tampa, is
chosen as site of the new university.

First student demonstration is held to
protest ban on shorts.

The State Board of Education passes a
resolution establishing a university in
Hillsborough County.

Local steak house welcomes students back
to campus with "Collegiate Steak Special"
dinner for $1.75.

1957 JohnS. Allen named first president
of USF.
Legislature appropriates $8 million for
USF construction.
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1961

Research grants total $21,000 in
USF's first year of operation.

First dorm (Alpha) is completed.

1962

Cuban missile crisis unfolds.
Floridians watch military build-up and
fear outbreak of nuclear war.

"Golden Brahman" is chosen as USF's
mascot name.

Rash of mostly unsuccessful panty raids
hits USF campus.

1963 USF acquires Chinsegut property

Veterans Administration rumounces plans
for hospital on 30th Street- a sign that
USF will eventually have a medical school.

near Brooksville as a site for conferences
and retreats.
President John Allen refutes findings of a
Johns Committee's investigation, saying
there are no subversives on campus.
Poet Carl Sandburg performs a reading of
his works.
USF announces that it had stocked giant
fallout shelters in the Chemistry building,
University Center, Library and TeachingAuditorium-Theatre.
WUSF-FM begins broadcasting as the
second noncommercial public radio station
licensed in Florida.

First USF Homecoming is held.
Boru·d of Regents approves planning for
master's degree programs in all four
colleges: Education, Liberal Arts, Basic
Studies and Business Administration.

1965

Research grants total approximately $250,000.
USF gets full accreditation from Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools.
USF offers its first Head Start and Upward
Bound programs to aid disadvantaged
and minority preschoolers and highschool students.

First Homecoming luau.

Growing by the book

President John F. Kennedy is assassinated.
Classes are suspended and memorial
service is held on November 25.
First graduation; 325 degrees conferred.

1964

First planetarium program
presented.
John W. (Knocky) Parker is recognized as
USF's "Professor of Ragtime."

"The first year there were no funds to buy books," recalls Mary Lou Harkness, USF's former
library director. Harkness arrived at the university on June 1, 1958. A young catalog librarian, she
joined President John Allen, his secretary Ann Strikland and library director Elliot Hardaway and
became USF's fourth employee.
"He (Hardaway) knew librarians all over the Southeast. He called libraries and local people
looking for discards, duplicates and donations. One thing we always did get plenty of was National
Geographies. Everybody saved their National Geographies."
The library was as homeless as it was bookless. The books were catalogued and stored in an old
house in Hyde Park on 2489 Plant Avenue, which has since been plowed under into a parking lot.
The library staff worked out of a three-bedroom house on campus, that later became the campus
police station.
"Those of us who were here in the 'little house days' used to play badminton and volleyball and
have picnics on our lunch hours."
When the students finally arrived, the library was ~ \
temporarily housed in the UC Ballroom.
"Those poor, beautiful floors took such a beating,"
says Harkness with a sigh. In 1961, USF's first library
was completed where the Student Service Building
stands today. It was built to hold 250,000 volumes.
Harkness was named library director in 1967.
Hardaway had been promoted to dean of Instructional Services. By the early '70s the library was stuffed
to the rafters with more than 400,000 volumes. In the
summer of '75 the libra ry moved, once more, to its
current location.
It was around this time that computers began making an appearance in libraries. After a few fa lse starts,
the State University System started a statewide automated system, the Florida Center for Library Automation. In the 1980s Harness brought in the library's
current LUIS system. "It was a state-of-the-art contemporary system. It was fully operational by
1987."
After the LUIS installation, Harkness decided to step down.
"I went from the print library, where the card catalog was the information data base, into this new
world. The Library was moving in a new direction. It was time."
New library director Sam Fustukjian drove the library into cyberspace. Harkness retired in 1991
as USF's first 30-year retiree. After a year off, she came back to work in the library for three more
years. Back to her beginnings as a catalog librarian.
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USF occupies site of St. Petersburg campus
on Bayboro Harbor.
USF plays its first intercollegiate sports
event, defeating Florida Southern's soccer
team.

1966 WUSF-TV 16, begins broadcasting.
Massive tree-planting program begins on
Tampa campus; students hope it will
provide "instant shade."
First edition of student newspaper, the
Oracle, is published.

1967

USF becomes first university in the
nation to offer a degree program in
gerontology.
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity becomes first
Greek organization on campus.
Enrollment passes 10,000.

1968

Graphicstudio founded in Department of Fine A rts.
Student body votes to establish USF
basketball program.
USF admitted to NCAA.
First credit courses offered at Sarasota
campus.

Phyllis Marshall slept here
In 1960, when the first co-eds moved into the fourth floor of the University Center, USF's first
makeshift dorms, P~yllis Marshall was there. Marshall, the perennially beloved, former director
of the UC, fostered decades of students through their university experience.
"The UC was originally intended to be a hotel. My bedroom was over there," she says, pointing
to the bar in Francesco's Restaurant, the current fourth floor occupant of the building which
bears her name. "Forty-seven people lived up here. The building had classrooms, offices and
two cafeterias. There was very little room for student activities."
Marshall recalls the early days of conservative students and conservative values, when girls
wearing shorts "had to wear a trenchcoat if they wanted to go to breakfast." In those early days,
there were no sororities and fraternities. President John Allen was against it. "The funny thing
was they called the housing Alpha, Gamma and Delta," says Marshall, pointing out the irony.
Instead, students organized themselves into social clubs. They played intramural sports, set up
hospitality committees, produced yearbooks, gave campus tours, and organized bridge clubs
and bowling leagues. And they danced. "They had dances outside every Friday and Saturday.
I attended every one." She h as fond memories of her young charges. "Some of them gave me
a hell of a time. I told them they'd always come back to their roots."
Marshall, hired "sight unseen" from a small girls school in Virginia, spent the next 34 years
working with USF students. "They have been my clients, my loves." The students returned the
affection. In 1987, a busload of students travelled to Tallahassee to petition the state to name a
new university center, to be built in 1989, after her. "Debbie Lum (the PhyiHs Marshall Center's
marketing director) made sure my whole name was used," she says, proudly. "I wanted young
women to know it was a woman that the building was named for."
Marshall is retired, but still works with USF students, attending committee meetings, volunteering her time. As she walks through the crowded Marshall Center lobby, a young '90s
cheerleader holding a bouquet of balloons calls out to her "Hey, Phyllis" and waves. A legend
in her own time.

20 USF MAGAZINE

Science and Social Sciences buildings and
Theatre Center dedicated.

1969

American involvement in Vietnam
War at its height.
College of Business Administration
accredited.
Black students march into President
Allen's office to demand a Black Studies
department.
Neil Armstrong walks on the moon.
USF Alumni Association is incorporated.

1970

Total buildings on the two USF
campuses-Tampa and St. Petersburgnow number 73.

Don Quixote in sandals
Students go on strike in response to Kent
State killings.
USF's team wins four times in NBC-TV's
"GE College Bowl" bringing back $10,000
in scholarship money.
53 arrested at USF in Vietnam War protest.

1971

Cecil Mackey appointed second
USF president.
USF is promised a gigantic replica of a
Picasso sculpture for the Tampa campus
which never materializes.

1972

USF's library collection reaches
300,000 volumes.
Mackey divides the College of Basic
Studies into the Colleges of Arts & Letters,
Social & Behavioral Sciences, Natural
Sciences and Fine Arts.

1973

National Endowment for the
Humanities provides fund ing for USF
researchers to record "Tampa's Cultural
and Historical Heritage." Nine faculty
members are involved.
First UNESCO conference held in the U.S.
is hosted by USF.

1974Research funding surpasses $18.5
million for fiscal year 1973-74; 253 research
proposals are funded.
First reported incident of on-campus
streaking occurs.
U.S. President Richard M. Nixon resigns.
USF begins offering classes in Fort Myers.
New College in Sarasota joins the Florida
university system and USF Sarasota.

1975 First joint doctoral program at USF
created between USF and UF astronomy
departments.
Enrollment passes 20,000.
USF's new Tampa campus library opens
with a capacity of 1 million volumes.

"In the '70s and '80s, I was classified as the most activist professor
of the 1960s," says Charles Arnade, professor of government and
international affairs. This crusader in outrageous clothes has been
battling the status quo since his early days at USF.
"USF was established on three principles. We shall never have
sororities and fraternities. We shall never have ROTC. We shall
never have football. All of these things have gone out the window."
Fighting football was his most recent foray into the notorious. An
active member of the Title IX committee, he claims he used football
as leverage to beef up women's sports and is now fighting to have
women on the footbaii team.
A passionate champion of equal rights, Arnade has a long history of fighting sexism. And
racism.
"The controversial question is were we integrated or were we not? It depends. Yes, the first
black student was partofthe charter class. No, he was not welcome in the residence hall. He was
not welcome in the restaurant. There were no black faculty. No colored employees except the
janitorial staff."
Arna de teils a story about black students who went to the the former Soviet Union in the 1960s
at the height ofthe Cold War. The Soviets gave the students scholarships to politically embarrass
the United States. The black students protested their shoddy treatment by people in Moscow
and were kicked out. A chastened U.S. government decided to humiliate the Soviets by giving
these same students full scholarships and placing them in Southern universities.
"We were offered a black shtdent with a fully paid scholarship, under the condition that he live
on campus. There was tremendous opposition to opening up the residence hall. The community
was very conservative. President Allen was not very courageous on this issue. I think he was
afraid of violence. He was a Quaker. Anything that was violent, he was against it. We lost a
tremendous opportunity. I carried on a lot of fights. It was one of my worst defeats."
Perhaps surprisingly, Arnade did not protest the
war in Vietnam. "I was not in the anti-Vietnam War
movement. I felt there was justification." He also
did not join the sit-in to boycott the University
Restaurant, protesting the exclusion of blacks. "I
was not part of the lunch eaters . I always felt about
demonstrations and sit-ins, that there were other,
more efficient ways of doing it."
Arnade, 70, is still swinging. His final big fight
could be one of his earliest: a 40-year campaign to
bring Phi Beta Kappa to campus.
"My first opposition was President Allen. He
believed it was an elitist organization. He didn't understand the ·difference between an honor
society based on scholarship and sororities and fraternities. He wanted an egalitarian system.
I said before I go to my grave, I want to see Phi Beta Kappa at USF. I'm beginning to doubt it."

1976

USF becomes a charter member of
Sun Belt Conference.
Phase II of Medical School dedicated,
marking completion of the $26-milli.on
facility.
WUSF's Radio Reading Service begins
providing visually handicapped listeners
with newspaper and magazine readings.

1977 Center for Writers established.
Classes canceled for one day due to snow!

1978

John Lott Brown is inaugurated as
third USF president.
Department of Surgery at the College of
Medicine helps implement new Burn Unit
at Tampa General Hospital; Deparhnent of
FALL 1996
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Pediatrics establishes area's first Child
Abuse Team.

1979

Engineering building dedicated in
the memory of first Engineering Dean
Edgar W. Kopp.
USF fails to purchase Fontana Hall after
years of negotiations.

A dynasty of Pride
It's no secret that the city of Tampa in the 1960s was just another hotbed of Southern style
segregationism. It took an archetypal family of Pride to break the color barriers.
"The university didn't have any black professors," says patriarch Richard Pride. "Didn't want
any, as I understand." In an attempt to integrate, the university called the public school system
looking for recommendations. Eva Pride, a teacher with a string of postgraduate degrees, was
hired in 1966 as an assistant professor and reading clinician. She was USF's first black faculty
member.
Richard Pride, then a principal at the segregated Howard W. Blake High School, followed in
1969 as an assistant professor of education and the director of Upward Botmd, a federally
funded program that assists disadvantaged youths attend college. Richard Pride remained at
USF until1995. In 1989, the university established the Richard F. Pride Minority Fellowship in
the Liberal Arts. He was the first African-American faculty member to receive an honorary Ph.D.
Pride recalls a time of "lots of discrimination." He tells stories of sitting in the corner of a
meeting of school social workers, instead of at the table. He remembers the first black student
being refused service at the off-campus University Restaurant. He remembers being the only
black couple at the president's inaugural balls. "We broke in," says Pride. "They used to call it
kissing butt or Uncle Toming. Now they call it diplomacy."
Pride's daughter, Cheryl Pride Soriano, is a USF alunma with a master's degree in guidance
and counseling. Daughter Sharman Pride McRae has worked at USF since 1983 as a counselor
with Project Thrust. Like their parents, they broke barriers too. Soriano was the first black Miss
America contestant. McRae was the first black to ride on the City of Tampa float in the Gasparilla
Parade.
The USF line of Pride continues. McRae's daughter Shaylia is a USF sophomore majoring in
business.
Richard Pride has plenty of reasons to be as proud as his name-of his family and accomplishments. USF' s Upward Bound program is one ofthe best in the nation. During his tenme, Richard
Pride shepherded more than 2,000 students through the college door. "Kids you thought didn' t
have any skills and they do. You can't judge a book by the cover."

1980 Graduate School created.
Small Business Development Center
established within College of Business
Ad ministration.
USF Sun Dome inflated; total number of
buildings on all USF campuses reaches
148.

1981

Bayboro Hall and Poynter Library
on St. Petersburg campus dedicated.
USF H erbarium now has nearly 60,000
specimens, making it the largest collection
of its kind in the state.

1982

USF receives second and third
endowed chairs under state's Eminent
Scholars Act: one for cancer research and
one for marine science.
USF's baseball team wins its firs t Sun Belt
championship.
New public radio and TV stations serving
southwest Florida begin broadcasting from
Fort Myers campus.

1983

Florida Policy Exchange Center on
Aging established.
State Legislature and Department of
Education choses USF as site of a Center
for Excellence in Mathematics, Science,
Computers and Technology.

1984

USF's medical school establishes
Public Sector Program to bring medical
care to Tampa's indigent.
USF becomes the world's first university to
offer a Ph.D. in applied anthropology.
USF receives first patent royalty payments
on a process developed by a university
researcher. The payments are a result of
biologist Richard Mansell's development
of a process that makes grapefruit juice
sweeter.
College of Public H ealth established.
Educational Research Center for Child
Development established.

1985

University Diagnostic Institute
occupies first building in USF's research
and development park.
USF basketball player Charlie Bradley
completes his career as the all-time leading
scorer in the Sun Belt Conference.
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Caretta Scott King, wife of Martin Luther
King Jr., speaks at USF's spring graduation ceremony.

Dr. Michael Sweeney of USF Medical
Center performs the Tampa Bay area's
first heart transplant.
Seven bu ildings on Tampa campus serve
as evacuation shelters as the Bay area
an ticipates visit by Hurricane Elena.
New blood disorder identified by Dr.
Hussain I. Saba; it's the first new disease
ever identified by a member of the
College of Medicine.

1986 Institute on Black Life established.
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and
Resea rch Institute opens.
Ground is broken fo r the Polk Community College/USF Center in Lakeland.
Master's degree program in architecture
established as a joint program with
FAMU and FSU; later it becomes USF's
program alone.
USF faculty generate $31.4 million in
research.

1987

USF begins offering the State
University System's first degree program
in women's studies.
New 100,000-square-foot Engineering
building ded icated; the $10-million
structure is the beginning of a planned
$60-million complex due to be completed
by the year 2000.

1988

Francis T. Borkowski becomes
USF's fourth president.

Raging bull
Just ask Ray Cooper '66. He'll tell you everything you ever wanted to know about Rocky.
"I'm the firs t person I know that was involved with the Bull," says Cooper, head of USF's
Graphics department. "Back when I was going to school here in '64, '65 and '66, I worked as a
student assistant in the Graphics deparhnent. Ken Stanton was the head of the department back
then. The upshot was someone in the bookstore called and asked for sketches of a Brahman bull
to make into a plush toy. A stuffed teddy bull. I did some sketches. I really didn't know what
to do with the eyes. So I copped a plea by sketching sunglasses on him."
These were the first of many sketches that defined USF' s popular mascot. Artists Joe Busciglio
and Vic Cuyar made major contributions. Cooper credits Busciglio with the final version.
Cooper was also a key player in Rocky's television debut. In the early 1970s Cooper and a small
film crew trekked to a Brahman bull ranch north of USF. The owner had given permission to
'shoot' his animals.
"He was kind enough and woefully ignorant to allow three idiots out to his field and generally
raise hell and film a stampede. The trouble was, Brahman bulls are gentle. No 'el toro, toro, toro.'
Getting them to move required throwing rocks at their rears. We had a 16-millimeter camera.
Bill Buxton (general manager of WUSF-TV) was behind the camera, mounted on tennis shoes."
The resulting footage became the opening coverage of Channel16's basketball season.
Cooper remembers, too, the "lifesize, anatomically correct, gold-painted, fiberglass Brahman
bull presented to the Athletic Association in the early '70s by a Florida cattleman's association.
"On a hot summer day, I was out airbrushing the bull. I made all of the parts stand out. Even
some of the parts folks wou ld have preferred not
to."
Cooper has worked at USF since 1968.
After graduation, he spent two years
serving in Vietnam, before returning
to the university. Over the years, he
has watched Rocky evolve through
its humble begitmings to its latest,
streamlined rendition. Each year,
Cooper still designs a flashy, new
Rocky, sporting sunglasses to serve
as the logo for USF's annual homecoming.
As to what became of the original
plush toy and the life-size golden bull?
Says Cooper with a shrug, "Who
knows?"

Presidential candidate Jesse Jackson visits
Tampa on a campaign swing.
fALL

1996 23

Joy and Hugh Culverhouse present USF
with a gift valued at $4.6 million, then, the
largest single gift in the University's
history.

1991

1990

Annual economic impact of USF on
Tampa Bay area is more than $330 million.
David Anchin Center for the Advancement
of Teaching is established.
Buildings on all campuses total 283.
USF Bulls win the Sunbelt Conference
Championship. They go on to compete in
the NCAA tournament.

First phase of construction for
University Tech Center completed in the
university's R&D park.
Campaign USF reaches its goal by raising
$111 million. It's the largest fundraising
campaign in the history of the State
University System.
Colleges of Arts and Letters, Natural
Sciences and Social and Behavioral
Sciences are merged into a new College of
Arts and Sciences.

1992

1989

Congress approves $2 million
appropriation for an Institute of Marine
Engineering within the department of
Marine Science.

USF Art Museum opens.

College of Public Health building
dedicated.

Diploma awarded to Tracy
Tyson, lOO,OOOth graduate.

Sponsored Research funding
passes $55 million.

USF Sarasota acquires Crosley estate land.

Bone Marrow Transplant Program
opens at Moffitt Cancer Center.

Establishment of Ca ribbean and
Latin American Studies Center.

1993

Money Magazine names New College "Best
Buy in Higher Education."

The spirit of can-do
"We got involved with a project to culture a red tide organism; we had a grant," recalls
Chemistry Professor Dean Martin. "But we needed a culture room. On Easter Monday, 1966, we
had an appointment to meet with the director of the Physical Plant. We told him a broom closet
would work if it was air-conditioned. He said 'We don't have a broom closet, but we do have
a men's room in the basement.'
The dean paid for the air-conditioning. The Physical Plant installed it. By Friday of that same
week, we were in business."
Martin likes to tell that story to
exemplify what he calls USF's
'can-do' attitude and spirit of innovation. He is particularly impressed with USF students.
"The students were very creative and lively. That part has
never changed. They pay a tremendous price for their education in the school of hard knocks.
These are students who are working. They are tremendously dedicated."
He recalls that during his first
year of teaching, his chemistry
class turned Lecture Hall 111 into a surprise Christmas party complete with ceiling-to-floor
streamers and candles on the cake. "It was an end-of-the-year, thank-you celebration. They must
have enjoyed the class. We ate the cake and finished the lecture."
Martin has been at USF since 1966. He has been the director of the Institute for Environmental
Studies since 1979, but claims to spend 90 percent of his time teaching. "They don't pay me to
be a director," he says, with a smile."This has been a good place to work. People don't realize
how good we are and how good we've been."
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1994

Betty Castor becomes USF's first
woman president.
The landmark University Restaurant, a
traditional gathering place for students,
faculty and staff, is bulldozed to make way
for a 24-hour Walgreens.
Second edition of The Best Doctors in

Carl and Cecil's excellent adventure
In 1971, when USF President Cecil Mackey called Carl Riggs, a biology professor and
provost of the University of Oklahoma, and invited him to come to USF as vice president of
Academic Affairs, Riggs was taken completely by surprise. "I had to tell him, 'Sir, I've never
heard of the University of South Florida ..."' USF was at a crucial stage in its development.
Mackey was looking for not only an intellect, but a doer.
"When I came here," says Riggs, "USF was essentially a teaching institution with no
research. President Allen had believed it would continue primarily as a smaller, liberal arts
kind of school..." But Mackey foresaw an enormous wave of growth and change. "He told
me, in effect, 'Get on board and hang on. We're going this way, and we're going fast."'
For his part, Mackey says, "Hiring Carl Riggs was probably the best move I ever made at
USF. He, more than anyone, really understood what it takes to make a university great. He
set standards of excellence for faculty, set up the university committee system and the
Faculty Senate ... It was his
wisdom and finesse that
allowed the regional campuses to become so successful. He was the heart
and spirit of the place, in a
very critical time."
Riggs remembers being
somewhat less than popular among the ranks in his
early years. "I was in court
11 times in five years, being sued by faculty members who'd been told their
performance was less than
acceptable," he recalls,
with a slight grimace.
Since 1983, Riggs has Carl Riggs, left, mrd Cecil Mackey
served as director of the
Center for Excellence in Mathematics, Science, Computers and Technology at USF. The
center's mandate was to improve the achievement of students, grades K-12, in all those
areas. On August 31, 1996, after 25 years, Riggs retired.

America is published; 37 USF faculty
physicians and clinical faculty are
included.
USF reaches all-time high of $86.3 million
in externally sponsored research awards
for fiscal year 1993-1994.
USF is nation's 18th largest university in
terms of enrollment; it is the 8th largest
u rban university.

1995

Research funding for 1994-95
reaches $104.2 million.
One of the nation's top prizes for research
on Alzheimer's disease is awarded to USF
reseru·cher John Hardy.
All Children's Hospital gives USF its
largest-ever gift: $6.45 million for teaching
and research in pediatrics.

The Board of Regents approves football at
USF.
USF adds ru1 up-link satellite capable of
broadcasting distance learning classes
around the globe.

1996

Groundbreaking ceremony held for
new Center for Urban Transportation
building.
USF co-hosts the Vice Presidential Debate
at th e Bayfront Center in St. Petersburg.
Grow1d broken on the new Sam and
Martha Gibbons Alumni Center.
Martin Luther King Plaza rededicated.

The more things change, the more they
stay the same•••
George H. Miller, a charter faculty member, was hi red to set up a
journalism department. He ended up temporarily rwming the Public
Information departTilL
ment when director
John Egerton had an
auto accident. "In 1960, we had a $900 media relations budget. It was enough to take pictures of all
the faculty members." In 1961, the student publications annual budget was $1,500. With that, Miller
was charged to produce a yearbook and a student
newspaper. "Impossible, T told President Allen.
We could never do the yearbook." For the student
newspaper, Miller had his jou rnalism students write
the stories. Vic Leavengood, who worked at the
.tS Girl, M;,lt• Up Fint
R"siJeclh c:l U~vm·ty
Tampa Times, arranged for a Camp11s Edition of the
newspaper with USF stories on the front page. "We
made it all year long on that $1,500." The Campus
Edition was later replaced by the Oracle. Miller, 81,
currently lives at John Knox Village.
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